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Climate Change Reality

• “The latest science makes it clear that the world needs to reach zero 

carbon emissions globally by 2050 to maximise chances of staying 

below 2 degrees and to make 1.5 degrees feasible,”… Mary Robinson, 

NUI maynooth, Summer 2015.

• Paris: “long term <2.0°C” / 

”or 1.5°C”* 

• February 2016 is 1.55°C-

1.75°C*  - Nasa 

• White Paper: 80%-95% CO2

by 2050

Without citizens and 

communities demanding 

change and being part of the 

transition, the transition will not 

happen. Without value for 

citizens & communities, they 

won’t demand change.



Community Energy is a collectivisations of energy 

actions to ensure societal and economic aims met.

They must:

… be of value to the individual and the community

….make sense economically. (Grants/ FiT help)

… be fundable.

… be practical.

...  obey the laws of 

physics 

Feet on the ground



• Community energy projects are energy projects.

• Where is money being spent on energy in your 

community = Where it can be saved.

• Large projects: think like an investor… 

Energy Opportunities
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• Follow the money

• Choose initial 

projects wisely.

• Develop capacity 

within community 



• Energy projects aren’t that complicated…. but

• Need to professionally manage, engineer, finance and 

legal.

• Most resources are within communities.

• Financing projects isn’t the barrier

• The challenge is preparing projects for financing.

• Grid is a major policy failure

• Planning is challenging for large wind

• Assembling projects takes lots of time, volunteers 

burn out.

Energy is Complicated?



• Need vision, leadership, drive, hard work.

• Failure will happen. Learn from it and move on.

• Sometimes knowing all the challenges you would 

never start.

• “It can’t be done”…. It can, it must.

“Nothing in the world is worth having or worth 

doing unless it means effort, pain, difficulty..” 

T. Roosevelt

Vision, Drive, Determination



• www.aceforcommunities.co.uk

• www.sustainco.info (NZEB)

• www.tea.ie (case studies)

Resources

http://www.aceforcommunities.co.uk/
http://www.sustainco.info/
http://www.tea.ie/


• Non profit, public good social 

enterprise

• Partnership approach

• Energy management

• Renewable energy and energy 

efficiency

• Procurement, project mgmt.

• Cost effective, value driven

• Paul Kenny

• Chief Executive

• T: 052 7443090

• F: 052 7443012

• E: pkenny@tea.ie

• W: www.tea.ie

• Cahir
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